
National Detector 
Dog Manual

� Appendix F 1

Weight Rating

���������	�
�����������������
������������	
����������	�������

�	��	�
��	������������	��	��������	��������
���
�����
�������	���	
�


�����������������	��	�	�������
�����
����������	
����	
�	���������

�����	�������������	����
����������	��	�
����������������
��

��
��������	
���	���	����������
�����������
������������	�������	��

�
������������������
��� ��������	���
�	�!"#�������
������
�$������

������������
�	�����	������	���
����%
����
�$�������������������

�
��������������	������������&��
�������	������������
�����

	����������

'�������� ������
�	����
��
���������	
���	���	������������

������	����	������	���
�����	��	
���
��	
���	����������	���������	����

�������
��
������(��	��������	�
���
�����	��	
���
�����
	����	����������

�
���	���	������	����������
�	�����������������	�
05/2003-01 National Detector Dog Manual F-1-1
PPQ
D:\Appendix_F_Weight.fm



Appendix F: Weight Rating
TABLE F-1-1: Determine the Weight Range of Your Dog

If the physical characteristics of your 
detector dog are: Then consider your dog at a weight range of:

◆ Ribs are easily felt with no fat cover

◆ At the base of the tail, the bones are 
raised with no fat between the skin and 
bone

◆ From a side view, there is a severe 
abdominal tuck

◆ From an overhead view, there is an 
hour-glass shape

Very Thin. Consult with a veterinarian about a 
prescribed diet.

◆ Ribs are easily felt with slight fat cover

◆ At the base of the tail, there is a 
smooth shape where the bones can be 
felt under a layer of fat

◆ From a side view, there is an abdominal 
tuck

◆ From an overhead view, there is a 
well-proportioned lumbar waist

Ideal

◆ Ribs are difficult to feel and are under a 
thick layer of fat

◆ At the base of the tail, it is thick and 
difficult to feel the bones under a thick 
layer of fat

◆ From a side view, fat hangs from the 
abdomen and there is no waist

◆ From an overhead view, it is broad with 
no shapeliness

Obese. Consult with a veterinarian about a 
prescribed diet.
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